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Tarpon Springs Police Department wanidhtmg&agouto the fine men and wome
dispatch for the hard work and dedication to the community and the Police

; , ’ yoy Dispatcher Greg Clark and Chief R. Kochen
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Tarpon Springs Police

Members of the Tarpon Springs Police Department, members C
Tarpon Springs Fire Rescue, Sunstar, and city officials wantged tt
their appreciation and thanks for thednkimg men and women|at

AdventHealth North Pinellas hospital today. We drove through the
parking lot, with lights and sirens, to show our respect and gratitL
the excellent job that these health care professionals are doping
day, so, we just wanted to say "We see you!!!" to our partners af
hospital and encourage them. We recognize the importance of th
fession and wanted to show our support for what they do dail
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Pool Safety 4
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il’arpon Springs Police Department cares about your child’s safety during these difficult times.
We would like to take this opporiunity to refresh parents on pool safety!

10 Steps to Prevent Child Drowning:

1. Always stay within arm’s reach — The AAP advises that supervision of children in and around
the water must be close, constant, and atientive.

2. lgnore your phone —“If you hear a text message come in and turn to your phone for five
seconds, that's long enough for a child to be submerged”, says Anne Beasley, M.D_, a pediatric
hospitalist at Phoenix Children’s Hospital.

3. Don’t rely on water wings. Period. — “Parents put too much faith in flotation devices that were
never made to be life preservers,” says James Callahan, M.D_, a pediatric emergency physician
at The Children’'s Hospital of Philadelphia. If your little ocne is 2 non-swimmer, it's okay to let her
use “floatie” toys, but only if you're right there net to her in the water. And just say no to Mermaid
fins; they can trap your child’'s legs. preventing her from easily kicking her way to the surface from
beneath the water.

4. Install the proper water barriers — Door alarms, Locked doors, Pool fences.

5. Sign your child up for swimming lessons — After COVID 19 — Summer is rnght around the
corner.

6. Make older kids buddy up — As an extra layer of protection, experis recommend that kids, who
can swim, follow the buddy system. Pair your child with a friend or sibling and explain that each
child is responsibie for knowing where his/her buddy is at all times. But don't forget that a buddy
doesn’'t replace adult supervision. rather. the system serves as an added precaution.

7. Have the appropriate safety gear in case of an emergency — Keep a telephone and
equipment approved by the U.S. Coast Guard near pools, according {o the AAP.

8. Teach your child water rules: 1. No running; 2. No diving in shallow end; 3. No pushing people
in; 4. No pulling other kids under the water; 5. No swimming without adult supervision.

9. Learn CPR - If the worst happens and you have {o rescue a distressed swimmer, conducting
CPR while you wait for an ambulance to arrive could save that person’s life. When the heart
stops. continuing to circulate blood to the brain helps prevent a bad outcome, explains Dr.
Beasley. “In a perfect world, all parents would be trained in CPR."

10. Be aware of the hazards at home: Never leave a child alone in a bathtub or near a running
bath. Never leave your baby unattended in a bath seat.

Credit: https://www parents. com/kids/safety/outdoor/the-sad-fruth-about-drowning/

Although these tips are important. if is just as important to remember, once you have concluded swimming
for the day. ensure your barriers are ONCE AGAIN LOCKED. This is. unfortunately. a peak time for
accidents to happen. Your littie one loved the pool so much_ they are ready for more, even if you are not. If
you are grilling on the porch, please ensure that vou do not leave your pocl gate cpen or the doors to yvour
house open while you walk to and from the grill. This presents an opporiunity for a child to have access to
the pool area.
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