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POOL SAFETY TIPS
Millions of us enjoy warm weather every year by swimming in our backyard pools and relaxing in hot
tubs. Tragically though, over 200 young children drown in backyard swimming pools each year. The
American Red Cross suggests owners make pool safety their priority by following these guidelines:
Secure your pool with appropriate barriers. Completely surround your pool with a 4-feet high fence or
barrier with a self-closing, self-latching gate. Place a safety cover on the pool or hot tub when not in use
and remove any ladders or steps used for access. Consider installing a pool alarm that goes off if anyone
enters the pool.
Keep children under active supervision at all times. Stay in arm’s reach of young kids. Designate a responsible person to watch the water when people are in the pool—never allow anyone to swim alone. Have
young or inexperienced swimmers wear a U.S. Coast Guard-approved life jacket.
Ensure everyone in the home knows how to swim well by enrolling them in age-appropriate water orientation and learn-to-swim courses from the Red Cross.
Keep your pool or hot tub water clean and clear. Maintain proper chemical levels, circulation and filtration. Regularly test and adjust the chemical levels to minimize the risk of earaches, rashes or more serious
diseases.
Establish and enforce rules and safe behaviors, such as “no diving,” “stay away from drain covers,” “swim
with a buddy” and “walk please.”
Ensure everyone in the home knows how to respond to aquatic emergencies by having appropriate safety
equipment and taking water safety, first aid and CPR courses from the Red Cross.
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LATEST SCAM/ FIRE SAFETY
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Changes are coming to your Medicare card. By April 2019, your card will be replaced with one that
no longer shows your Social Security number. Instead, your card will have a new Medicare Beneficiary Identifier (MBI) that will be used for billing and for checking your eligibility and claim status. This will all happen automatically – you won’t have to pay anyone or give anyone information,
no matter what someone might tell you.
Having your Social Security number removed from your Medicare card helps fight medical identity theft and protect your medical and financial information. Even with these changes, scammers
will still look for ways to take what doesn’t belong to them. Here are some ways to avoid Medicare
scams:
Is someone calling, claiming to be from Medicare, and asking for your Social Security number or
bank information? Hang up. That’s a scam. First, Medicare won’t call you. Second, Medicare will
never ask for your Social Security number or bank information.
Is someone asking you to pay for your new card? That’s a scam. Your new Medicare card is free.
Is someone threatening to cancel your benefits if you don’t give up information or money? Also a
scam. New Medicare cards will be mailed out to you automatically. There won’t be any changes to
your benefits.
For more on the new changes to your Medicare card, visit Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services and report scams to the FTC.

If you smoke, smoke outside. Most home fires caused by smoking materials start inside the home. Put
your cigarettes out in a can filled with sand.
Make sure cigarettes and ashes are out. The cigarette really needs to be completely stubbed out in an
ashtray. Soak cigarette butts and ashes in water before throwing them away. Never toss hot cigarette
butts or ashes in the trash can. NEVER toss them out the car window.
Check for cigarette butts. Chairs and sofas catch on fire fast and burn fast. Don't put ashtrays on them.
If people have been smoking in the home, check for cigarettes under cushions.
Never smoke in a home where oxygen is used, even if it is turned off. Oxygen can be explosive and makes fire burn hotter and
faster.
Be alert - don’t smoke in bed! If you are sleepy, have been drinking, or have taken medicine that makes you drowsy, put your
cigarette out first.

IMPORTANT SAFETY TIPS BEFORE LEAVING ON VACATION
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Murphy's Law for travelers: If anything can go wrong, it will go wrong while you're on vacation -- which is arguably the worst
time a household calamity can strike. Coming home from your honeymoon, African safari or Mediterranean cruise can be gloomy.
But returning from a memorable journey and learning something has gone seriously wrong at home can be downright devastating.
To make matters worse, a house or apartment left empty while its owners are traveling is a tempting target for criminals. We don't
want to scare you -- or leave you fearing for your treasured belongings while basking on a Caribbean beach. But it's imperative
that every traveler take certain key steps to keep his or her home safe and sound while seeing the world. Basic preventative
measures (which take only minutes to complete) can work wonders to help you keep your home safe from power surges, broken
pipes, home invasions and more while you're away.
1. Ask a Friend to Help
A simple, albeit crucial, way to gain peace of mind while traveling is to ask a friend or neighbor to keep an eye on your house while
you're away. First, bribe your friend with some freshly baked cookies or cupcakes. Next, ask him or her to drive by your home
once every day or so and check on the place. Give this person a key so that he or she can bring your mail in, feed your cat, water
your plants, rake your leaves, etc. If you don't have a garage, you may also want to give this person a key to your car -- you never
know when your vehicle may need to be moved. He or she should also have your contact information and a copy of your itinerary
in case of emergencies.
Do you have more than one person visiting your house while you're away? If so, tell them about each other! If the neighbor you
asked to keep an eye on your abode calls the police on your elderly cat sitter, don't say we didn't warn you.
Important Money Safety Tips for Travelers
2. Don't Tip Off Criminals on the Web
In a world where it seems everyone is blabbing about their business on social networking sites like Facebook and Twitter, it's important to stop and think: Who exactly is reading this stuff? The anonymity of the internet can encourage us to share personal information without fully realizing that there may be hundreds of complete strangers receiving our daily musings. Would you announce to a crowd that you will be leaving your house unattended for two weeks this SUMMER.? If not, then you should think
twice about posting your detailed vacation plans on social media -- especially if that information is visible to internet users other
than your friends and family (and it probably is).
Be careful what you say on your answering machine or voice mail too. Callers don't need to know that you're not home -- they just
need to know that you can't come to the phone right now.
3. Do Tip Off the Police
Consider notifying the police if you're going on vacation. No need to let the cops know about a weekend getaway, but do call them
if you're leaving town for longer than a couple of weeks. It's possible the police may go out of their way to drive by your house
while on patrol, especially if you live in a small town. If you have a security alarm, leave a house key and the code with someone
you trust.
4. Curtains Closed -- or Open? Before you leave for vacation, you may decide to close your curtains to prevent people from peering
inside your home to see whether you're there. However, closed curtains also stop those who aim to help -- the police, your neighbors or friends -- from seeing inside your house. So what's your best bet? Leave your curtains exactly as you usually keep them
when you're home, since noticeable changes could hint that you're not around anymore -- especially if your curtains are uncharacteristically left closed for two weeks. Move expensive items, like jewelry or computers, out of plain sight if they're visible from the
window. The Lights Are on But No One's Home
5.Don't leave your lights on at home throughout your entire vacation in an effort to make it look like someone is in the house.
Your electric bill will end up more costly than your mortgage, and house lights blazing throughout the night might look a bit suspicious.
Instead, purchase a light switch timer that can turn your lights on and off automatically according to a programmed schedule.
Criminals keeping an eye on your house will notice lights flipping on and off, and will probably assume someone is doing the flipping. Amazon offers a number of such products..

THINGS TO DO IN TARPON SPRINGS

OUT OF SCHOOL BASH
School’s Out, Let’s Party!!
Join us for a day of friends, fun and friendly competition.
Concessions will be available to purchase.
Location: Sunset Beach
Day & Time: Saturday, May 27 from 3:30-8pm
Fee: FREE
FAMILY DOUBLE DARE
Grab your family and come to the Tarpon Springs Community Center for a night of family fun.
We will have competitive games, activities and more!
Dinner will be available for purchase.
Location: Tarpon Springs Community Center
Day & Time: Saturday, June 24th from 5-8pm
Fee: FREE
Too hot out?
Tarpon Springs is filled with places to go. There are many events at the Tarpon Springs Library
for children through adults. The splash playground it a great place to expel energy and stay
cool. We have great beaches, and parks, an aquarium, many shops to go check out all over
town. There is the Heritage Museum by Craig Park, Trolley rides, dog parks for Fido, First Friday’s ,the recreation center offers many things to do. Take in a show at the Performing Art Center or the Cultural Center. Enjoy your summer in Tarpon Springs.
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